
2019 Proposed Convention Rules 
 

Convention rules work with the LWVC bylaws and Robert’s Rules of Order to ensure a well-run 

meeting. 

 
1. ADMISSION 

 Only persons wearing authorized badges are admitted to the convention. 

 Badges must be worn at all meetings, including plenary sessions, workshops and 

caucuses. 

 

2. SEATING 

 Only delegates may sit in the delegate area. 

 Official observers, other nonvoting members, and visitors sit in designated areas. 

 

3. VOTING 

Only accredited local League delegates, local League and ILO presidents or their alternates, 

and members of the LWVC board may vote. 

 

4. ALTERNATES 

 If a delegate leaves the convention before final adjournment, an alternate delegate may 

be designated for the duration of the convention. 

 The alternate delegate must be registered with the Credentials (or Registration) 

Committee. 

 A delegate who temporarily leaves the plenary session may not give his/her badge to 

an alternate delegate to cast a vote. 

 

5. OFFICIAL OBSERVERS 

Each authorized Member-Around-the-State/Member-at-Large (MAS/MAL) unit may be 

represented at convention by official observers who shall be extended the privilege of the 

floor.  They may participate in discussion and debate, but may NOT vote. 

 

6. VISITORS 

League members or nonmembers may attend as visitors and may observe all convention 

meetings and other events where space permits. They may not participate in discussion or 

vote. 

Convention Rules and 

Procedures 
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7. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Past state presidents, national board members, state board nominees, nominating committee 

chair, official observers, consultants, and committee members shall be extended the privilege 

of the floor. They may participate in discussion and debate, but may NOT vote. 

 

8. DEBATE AND DISCUSSION 

 Participants in floor debate and discussion must use the provided microphones to 

speak to the convention. 

 During debate, microphones are designated Pro and Con; during free discussion, the 

microphones are numbered. 

 Speakers must state their names and Leagues before saying anything else. 

 During debate on a motion, the speaker has two minutes to offer remarks. The chair is 

authorized to shorten or extend the time. 

 During debate on a motion, no person may speak more than once until all others 

who wish to speak have done so. No person may speak more than twice on the same 

motion. 

 During free discussion, each speaker has two minutes to speak. 

 During free discussion, no motions are allowed. 

 

9. MOTIONS 

 Main motions, or amendments of more than a few words, must be in writing. Forms for 

motions are provided at convention and are available from the Doorkeepers/Runners. 

 Copies of the motion must be given to the chair, the secretary, and the person 

controlling the convention projector. 

 

10.  MOTIONS OR REQUESTS THAT INTERRUPT THE SPEAKER (RED CARD) 

Some motions or requests need immediate attention. These are “red card” motions. 

(See Parliamentary Procedure at a Glance for more information on motions that may 

interrupt). 

 These are motions or requests that may use a red card: 

o point of order; 

o parliamentary inquiry;    

o personal privilege; or 

o requests for information. 

 Consult the parliamentary aide or the microphone monitor for red cards and to 

determine whether the speaker’s intended use of the red card is appropriate. 

 Once the red card is issued, the speaker may go directly to a microphone. There is no 

need to wait in line. 

 A red card cannot be used for discussion or debate or to make any other motion. 
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11. PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF PROGRAM 

The procedure shall be as follows: 

 

a. Procedure for the Recommended Program: 

 The proposed 2019-2021 LWVC Program will be moved for adoption by a member of 

the LWVC Board. Debate and action on the Proposed Program will take place at a 

time designated by the Chair. 

 During the times specified in the agenda for Program consideration and Program debate, 

the Chair will divide the time among the Program items to ensure fair and equitable 

debate on all items. 

  

b. Procedure for Considering Not-Recommended Program Items: 

 Any delegate may move for consideration of a not-recommended Program item. Items 

are listed in the Convention Workbook and the wording must conform to that 

contained in the workbook list. 

 The delegate making the motion may speak on behalf of the motion for up to three 

minutes. No debate or additional motions are in order at this time. 

 If a not-recommended item is moved for consideration, any delegate may request a 

statement from the LWVC Board, limited to three minutes, providing the Board's 

reasons for not recommending the item. 

 After all the not-recommended items have been moved for consideration, a vote 

for consideration of each shall take place in the order in which the items were 

moved. 

 A majority vote is required to consider a not-recommended item as part of the 

proposed program. 

 Debate and voting on not-recommended Program items occurs during debate and action 

on the proposed Program 

 A three-fifths (60%) vote is required to adopt not-recommended Program items. 

 

c. Procedure for CONCURRENCE: 

 Program items may be moved for concurrence if they meet the requirements in the 

Concurrence Policy printed in this Convention Workbook and have been submitted 

by the program planning deadline. 

 Items moved for concurrence will be considered during debate and action on the 

proposed Program. 

 

d. Amending Program Items 

 Wording of all proposed program items (recommended and not-recommended) may be 

amended during program discussion and debate at the time specified in the order of 

business. 
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 A recommended item may not be expanded in scope by amendment. 

 Any proposal that expands the scope of a recommended item must be 

presented as a not- recommended item following the rules of (11b) above. 

 

12. BUDGET ADOPTION 

 A balanced or surplus LWVC budget must be adopted by the convention delegates. 

 Any motion to amend the proposed budget contained in the Convention Workbook 

must be presented to the Budget Adjustment Committee before introduction to the 

plenary session. 

o The delegate making the motion to amend may speak on behalf of the motion for 

three minutes. 

o If a motion to amend is made, any delegate may request a statement from the 

LWVC Board, limited to three minutes, providing the Board's reasons for not 

recommending the item. 

o Debate on any motion to amend the proposed budget follows the procedures 

for Debate and Discussion in Rule 8 above. 

 

13. RESOLUTIONS 

Resolutions to Express the Will of the Convention may be offered by any local League or 

ILO. Resolutions cannot be used to expand or modify the procedure described in Rule 11 for 

adoption of positions or Issues for Emphasis. 

Procedure for adopting resolutions: 

 Motions expressing the Will of the Convention must be submitted to the secretary no 

later than the end of the plenary session on Saturday, June 1. 

 The Resolutions Committee will use the following criteria to judge the appropriateness 

of proposed resolutions. The resolution: 

o has complied with procedural requirements of this rule; 

o is consistent with LWVC Bylaws, League Principles and League Positions; 

o does not circumvent the Program Planning process; 

o addresses a single, topical issue; 

o has a minimal LWVC budgetary impact; and 

o is pertinent to California. 

 The Resolutions Committee will report its findings on all submitted resolutions. 

 Any resolution reported by the Resolutions Committee as complying with the criteria 

may be moved for consideration of the convention. 

 Resolutions to Express the Will of the Convention are main motions and follow Rules 8 

and 9. 

 Adoption of a resolution requires a majority vote. 

 If the Resolutions Committee reports a resolution as not complying with the criteria, the 

convention delegates may override the decision by a two-thirds (66%) vote. The 

resolution may then be moved for consideration of the convention. 
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14. ELECTION OF LWVC OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, & NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 The slate of Officers, the Board of Directors, or the Nominating Committee 

proposed by the LWVC Nominating Committee may be approved by a voice vote 

if there are no nominations from the floor. 

 If nominations for Officer, the Board of Directors, and/or the Nominating 

Committee are made from the floor, creating a contested race, the vote will be 

by paper ballot. 

 The Elections Committee is responsible for providing and counting the ballots. 

 All candidates for office will comply with the LWVC Campaign Policy and 

sign the LWVC Fair Campaign Practices Principles as indicated below. 

 

  

FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES PRINCIPLES 

 

As a candidate for LWVC office, I pledge the following:  

 

I will conduct my campaign for the LWVC Board of Directors or Nominating Committee 

openly and fairly. I will discuss the issues and participate in fair public debate with 

respect to my views and qualifications. 

 

I will neither engage in nor be involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the 

character of an opponent, nor will I engage in invasion of personal privacy unrelated to 

fitness for office. 

 

I will not be part of any appeal to prejudice. 

 

I will neither use nor be involved with the use of any campaign material or advertisement 

that misrepresents, distorts or otherwise falsifies the facts regarding an opponent. I will 

clearly identify (by name and address) the source of all advertisements and campaign 

literature published or distributed. 

 

I will publicly repudiate support deriving from an individual or group whose activities 

would violate the Fair Campaign Practices Principles. 

 

In signing this pledge, I assume personal control over and responsibility for the conduct 

of my campaign. 

 

 

15. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 All announcements will be made by the LWVC secretary. 

 Forms for announcements will be available inside the Plenary room during Convention. 
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Parliamentary Procedure at a Glance 
(Adapted from Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, 11th edition) 

 

The motions below are listed in established order of preference.  
 

To Do This You Say This Can 

interrupt 

Requires 

second 

Debatable Amendable Vote 

required 

Can be 

reconsidered 

Adjourn I move to adjourn. No Yes No No Majority No 

Call for an 

intermission 

I move to recess for ... 

minutes. 

No Yes No Yes Majority No 

Complain about noise, 

etc. 

I rise to a question of 

privilege (state 

problem). 

Yes No No No Chair 

decides 

No 

Make sure that orders 

of the day are being 

followed 

I call for the orders of 

the day. 

Yes No No No Chair 

decides 

No 

Temporarily suspend 

consideration of a 

question 

I move to lay ... on 

the table. 

No Yes No No Majority No 

Close debate I move the previous 

question. 

No Yes No No 2/3 Yes (1) 

Limit or extend limits 

of debate 

I move to limit 

(extend limits of) 

debate to...  

No Yes No Yes 2/3 Yes 

Postpone discussion to 

a specific time 

I move to postpone 

the question until...  

No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

Have motion studied 

further 

I move to refer the 

matter to a 

committee. 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

Amend a motion I move to amend the 

motion by... (adding, 

deleting, inserting, 

striking out). 

No Yes Yes (2) Yes, but 

only once 

Majority Yes 

To prevent discussion 

or suppress a motion 

without letting it come 

to a vote 

I move to postpone 

the motion 

indefinitely.  

No Yes Yes No Majority Yes 

(Affirmative 

only) 

Introduce business I move to..., or I 

move that.... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 
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The motions below have no established order of precedence. Any of them may be introduced 

when pertinent. 
 

To Do This You Say This Can 

interrupt 

Requires 

second 

Debatable Amendable Vote 

required 

Can be 

reconsidered 

Challenge ruling of 

the chair 

I appeal from the 

decision of the 

chair. 

Yes Yes Yes (3) No Majority to 

sustain 

decision  

Yes 

Ask for standing 

vote 

I call for a division. 

Or call out 

“Division.” 

Yes No No No None No 

Divide a pending 

question of two or 

more parts 

I move to divide 

the motion so as to 

consider 

separately… 

No Yes No Yes Majority No 

Request 

information about 

meaning or effect of 

pending motion 

I have a request for 

information. 

Yes No No No None (4) No 

Request 

information about 

procedure 

I rise to a 

parliamentary 

inquiry 

Yes No No No None (5) No 

To avoid discussion 

on unnecessary or 

embarrassing item 

I object to 

consideration of the 

question. 

Yes, but 

before 

debate has 

started 

No No No 2/3 negative 

to sustain 

objection 

Yes, negative 

vote only 

Object to 

procedures 

I rise to a point of 

order. 

 

Yes No No No Chair 

decides 

No 

Withdraw a motion 

not yet stated by 

chair 

I withdraw the 

motion. 

Yes No No No Chair 

decides 

No 

Withdraw a motion 

after stated by chair 

I ask permission to 

withdraw the 

motion. 

No (6) No No Majority No 

To suspend the 

rules temporarily 

I move to suspend 

the rules on ... 

No Yes No No 2/3 No 

Reconsider a vote 

(7) 

I move to 

reconsider the vote 

on ... 

(8) Yes Yes (9) No Majority No 
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To Do This You Say This Can 

interrupt 

Requires 

second 

Debatable Amendable Vote 

required 

Can be 

reconsidered 

Rescind something 

previously adopted 

I move to rescind 

the motion... 

No Yes Yes Yes 2/3 Affirmative 

no 

Take up a matter 

postponed 

temporarily (laid on 

the table) 

I move to take from 

the table the motion 

relating to... 

No Yes No No Majority No 

 
Notes  

1. Vote to close debate may be reconsidered only before the vote on the question being debated is taken.  

2. When applied to a debatable motion.  

3. Not debatable if it relates to a transgression of the rules of speaking (indecorum), to the priority of 

business, or if made while the immediate pending question is undebatable.  

4. Maker of motion or other person with information responds to question.  

5. Chair responds to question.  

6. Yes, if made by maker of motion; no, if made by another delegate.  

7. May only be made by a delegate who voted on the prevailing side and must be made on the same day 

or succeeding day.  

8. When another has been recognized, but not after she/he has begun to speak.  

  9. If original motion is debatable. 

  

 

LWVC Convention 2019 Page 103


	20 Rules and Procedures



