
Veronica Carrizales Friday, May 31, Plenary 
California Calls Location: Ballroom 

Veronica oversees the internal operations of California Calls, 

leads expansion into new regions of the state, shapes policy 

analysis, and maintains partnerships with key statewide allies. 

Prior to joining California Calls, she worked as a labor specialist 

with the UC Berkeley Labor Center. She created and facilitated 

a number of the Center’s visionary programs including the 

Latino Leadership Training School, held in the Central Valley, 

and the California Lead Organizers Institute. In addition, her 

training skills were enhanced as program director with 

ENLACE (U.S. – Mexico), where she led capacity-building 

training and a workers’ rights program for Mexican maquiladora workers and U.S. worker 

centers. 

 

Veronica got her start as an organizer working on advocacy campaigns for good jobs with the 

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE) on the Los Angeles Living Wage campaign 

and the Santa Monica Living Wage campaign. 

 

Veronica is a first generation Chicana who was raised in the Coachella Valley with nine siblings 

in a farmworker family. She is passionate about advancing the cause of social and economic 

justice. She graduated from UCLA in 1997. 

 

PaKou Her Friday, May 31, Plenary 
Tseng Development Group Location: Ballroom 

PaKou Her is Principal of Tseng Development Group, LLC, a 

consulting firm that provides lectures, workshops, trainings, 

organizational development, transformative leadership coaching, 

and grassroots strategy development designed to build racial 

equity, create systems change, and shift culture. 

 

She has 22 years of anti-racism organizing experience, a decade 

of which was as the Director of a national racial justice training 

program with Crossroads Antiracism Organizing and Training. 

She spent three years at 18MillionRising.org (18MR) in the roles 

of Campaign Director and Executive Director. At 18MR, she leveraged civic technology and 
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new media to build power and community among Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, 

growing the member list from 5,000 to nearly 50,000 and elevating the cultural, political, and 

media power of AAPIs nationwide. PaKou also has digital campaign experience as a Field 

Organizer with MoveOn.org and as Senior Campaign Director of Reproductive Rights and 

Culture at UltraViolet. Currently, she is Digital Advocacy, Growth, and Innovation Campaigner 

with ParentsTogether. Born and raised in the Midwest, she takes great pride representing AAPIs 

living in the nation’s midsection, and believes there are invaluable stories to be told by People of 

Color living in the most rural areas of the United States. 

 

Chris Hoene Friday, May 31, Dinner 

California Budget and Policy Center Location: Ballroom 

Chris Hoene has been the executive director of the California 

Budget & Policy Center since 2012. He has 20 years of 

leadership in state and local policy research and analysis, 

particularly on fiscal policy issues. Prior to joining the Budget 

Center, Chris was director of the Center for Research and 

Innovation at the National League of Cities in Washington, 

D.C., leading efforts to analyze trends in local and state 

government and promote constructive policy action on issues 

including public finance, economic development, housing, 

poverty reduction, infrastructure, and governance.   

 

Chris also previously worked for the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities in Washington, D.C. 

and the Public Policy Institute of California in San Francisco.  In 2011, in recognition of his 

service to the state and local community, Chris was elected as a Fellow to the National Academy 

of Public Administration (NAPA). He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the 

Government Finance Research Center at the University of Illinois at Chicago. Chris is married to 

Darrene Hackler and, in their free time they can be found cooking, playing tennis, and traveling. 
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Virginia Case Saturday, June 1, Plenary 
League of Women Voters of the United States Location: Ballroom 

Virginia Kase is the CEO of the League of Women Voters of the 

United States. Prior to joining the League, she served as COO of  

CASA, an organization at the forefront of the immigrant rights 

movement representing nearly 100,000 members. In that 

leadership role, Virginia managed the strategic growth, direction, 

and operations of the organization and served as a key thought 

leader on its politics and policy team. 

 

Prior to CASA, Virginia spent eight years serving as the National 

Technical Assistance and Training Manager at the Center for 

Neighborhood Enterprise (CNE) in Washington, DC.  While at CNE she developed a grant 

making and capacity building program for grassroots non-profits addressing issues of urban 

violence, economic, racial and social inequality. During that time, she also studied what made 

them effective, using that information to assist groups in deepening their impact by replicating 

best practices and identifying opportunities for cross-sector movement building. 

 

Virginia has more than 20 years’ experience working in the non-profit sector and is a passionate 

activist and advocate for social justice. She graduated from the University of Maryland with a 

Bachelor’s degree in Communications. She is the mother of two awesome sons and lives in 

Maryland with her fiancé and her rescue dog Boss. 

 

Zahra Noorbakhsh Saturday, June 1, Banquet 
Comedian Location: Ballroom 

Zahra Noorbakhsh is a comedian and cohost of the award-

winning podcast, #GoodMuslimBadMuslim. The podcast was 

listed as a “must listen,” by Oprah Magazine and was invited to 

the Obama Whitehouse to record an episode. She is a Sr. Fellow 

on comedy for social change with the Pop Culture Collaborative. 

Her solo performance, “All Atheists are Muslim: A Romantic 

Comedy,” was originally directed by W. Kamau Bell and dubbed 

a highlight of the Int’l New York City Fringe Theater Festival by 

the New Yorker Magazine.  

 

Kamau Bell says, "Zahra's voice is an asset in the polarizing and 

often violent political turmoil we live in." Reza Aslan says 

"always insightful, always subversive...Zahra's comedic romps disrupt an outdated narrative." 

Her writing is featured in the NY Times and on NPR's Fresh Air with Terry Gross. This June, in 

San Francisco, her debut comedy album, “On Behalf of All Muslims: A Comedy Special,” 

LWVC Convention 2019 Page 11

http://www.goodmuslimbadmuslim.com/


presented by Golden Thread Productions and directed by Lisa Marie Rollins is slated for world 

premiere performance at the historic Brava Theatre. Don't miss it! For more info, go to: 

ZahraComedy.com  

 

Manuel Pastor Saturday, June 1, Plenary 
University of Southern California Location: Ballroom 

Dr. Manuel Pastor is Professor of Sociology and American 

Studies & Ethnicity at the University of Southern California. He 

currently directs the Program for Environmental and Regional 

Equity (PERE) at USC and USC’s Center for the Study of 

Immigrant Integration (CSII). Pastor holds an economics Ph.D. 

from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and is the 

inaugural holder of the Turpanjian Chair in Civil Society and 

Social Change at USC. 

 

Pastor’s research has generally focused on issues of the 

economic, environmental and social conditions facing low-

income urban communities – and the social movements seeking to change those realities. His 

current research culminates in the release of his forthcoming book, State of Resistance: What 

California’s Dizzying Descent and Remarkable Resurgence Means for America’s Future, in 

April 2018. 
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