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SCA 3 (Dodd): LOCAL LIBRARY BONDS—VOTE THRESHOLD 
 

SCA 3 would amend the State Constitution to allow cities, counties, and special 
districts to issue bonds for the construction or renovation of public libraries upon the 
approval of 55 percent of the voters voting in an election, instead of the current two-
thirds vote requirement.  
 
The League of Women Voters of California believes in supporting a public library 
system as a basic community service with a long-term, assured, stable, and adequate 
funding source. We support improving facilities to improve access for all persons to 
public library services as a major source of knowledge and information necessary for 
informed, active participation in a democratic society. We support measures that foster 
greater flexibility in the collection of revenue and believe that adoption of revenue and 
finance measures should require a simple majority vote. 
 
California public libraries are underfunded. In 2000, the statewide need was 
estimated to be $2 billion, and the passage of a $350 million bond in that year left three-
fourths of projects underfunded. The current need, as assessed in 2016, is $4.1 billion, 
with 559 California public library “immediate need” projects, ranging from seismic retrofit 
and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act to the addition of more space to 
meet growing demand. There are 1,114 public libraries in California and more than 22 
million people visited libraries in 2016. 

 
Our California Constitution requires two-thirds voter approval for most public 
entities to take on long term debt. School districts, community college districts, and 
county offices of education can issue bonded indebtedness for school facilities with a 55 
percent vote. SCA 3 would make this lower threshold of 55 percent apply to jurisdictions 
issuing bonds related to libraries. 
 
Specifically, SCA 3 lowers the vote threshold to approve the issuance of bonds for the 
purpose of constructing, reconstructing, rehabilitating, or replacing public libraries to 55 
percent, instead of two-thirds, of the voters in an election in cities, counties, and special 
districts.  
 
Libraries serve as an extension of our education system and should be treated as 
such for the purposes of raising revenue. Students, adults, seniors, and persons with 
hearing and visual impairments rely on public libraries, particularly in the light of 
cutbacks in school based libraries over the past 15 years. Libraries provide Internet 
access, literacy and study instruction, disability services, and support for public 
education students. Adults are supported with help in finding research materials, 
employment training and work opportunities, and reading for pleasure and increased 
knowledge.  
 
This bill is sponsored by the California Library Association. 

 


