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AB 668 (Gonzalez Fletcher): Voting Modernization Bond of 2018 

 
 

AB 668 would place a bond measure on the June 2018 ballot for voter approval to 
appropriate $450 million to replace aging voting systems in all of California’s 58 counties. It 
would allow counties to use the funds to purchase new voting systems, electronic poll 
books, ballot on demand systems, vote by mail drop boxes, and accessible vote by mail 
systems. 
 
The League of Women Voters believes that voting is a fundamental citizen right that must 
be guaranteed. We support measures that protect every citizen’s right to vote and ensure 
government’s responsibility to protect this right through regulations and procedures that 
encourage an informed and active electorate. We support measures to maintain election 
services that safeguard the voting process. We also support the use of bond measures to 
ensure provision for long-term debt financing of certain capital projects. 
 
AB 668 would strengthen our election processes in numerous ways: 

 

• Many counties are using machines purchased under the federal Help America Vote Act 
(HAVA) of 2002 and the California Voting Modernization Act of 2002. Most use 
outmoded technology and are at or near their end of life. Counties continue to use their 
local funds to pay for state mandated programs regarding elections while the state has 
suspended funds. 
 

• Counties are experiencing the failure of equipment to work as intended, having difficulty 
finding replacement parts for machines that have been discontinued, and encountering 
problems with outdated software that is no longer supported. (Source: Brennan Center 
of Justice) 
 

• The Legislative Analyst’s Office recently reported serious concerns about the security of 
the voting systems in California as well as the possibility of a catastrophic failure of 
voting systems in counties. 
 

• Public confidence in the security and reliability of voting processes is vital to a robust 
democracy. Reliable equipment improves the overall voting experience. 
 

• This bill provides important support to the increasing modernization of our voting 
processes in California as we move toward a model of Vote By Mail ballots, drop boxes, 
voting centers, electronic poll books, same day registration, and ballot on demand 
systems. (California Voter’s Choice Act (VCA)) 

 
AB 668 will keep California’s elections running smoothly and securely by helping 
counties modernize their voting system. It will assure the public that they can rely on our 
democratic processes with confidence and make the voting process more efficient. 



 

 

AB 668 would require a county to match state funds at a ratio of one county dollar for 
every three state dollars if the county is conducting elections according to the VCA. If a 
county is not conducting elections following VCA, the county must match at a ratio of one 
county dollar for every two state dollars. 
 
AB 668 will increase disability and language access by funding new vote systems that 
use the latest accessibility software and features. It will reduce the need for special 
accommodation processes that make voting cumbersome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


